) j PEOFPLE 8MUGGLING TASKFORCE - HIGH LEVEL GROUF MEETING
3.15 p.m. TGESDAY, 23 OCTOBER 2001

Attendees:  Andrew Metcaife, F¢ Killesteyn, Vinee McMahen, Jenny Bedlingion
(DIMA); Shane Cestles (AFP); Mark Zanker, Bill Campbeil (A-Gs); Geolf Raby
(DFATY; Mike Mrdak (DTRS); John Hewksworth (Customs); fzn Errington
(Coastwaich); Warrick Gately (Defence); Jane Halton, Katrina Edwards, Jenny
Bryant (PM&C).

Current State of Play

FNG

» ave now armved at Manus ~¢o be accommodated separately priar 10 B
their removal

« Talking points for Downer on disturbance circutated for comment (atiach ed)

+ DIMA considering using 2n Australian ireqi community Jeader, Dr Al Salami,
who is nember of Detention Advisory Group and has been helpful in Wocmera
disturbances in the past, 1o assist on Manus.

+ UNHCR tas indicated they have not yet received a request fom PNG to 2ssist
with precessing

+ Mixed reporis on whether perimeter was bresched. One asyhurs segker may have
psyehiatrie condition.

Chrisimas Island

» Engine of SIEVE started but running rough, Weacther has closed iz, choppy wiih
high seas forecast for 2 davs.

» Defence going 1o Reith. CO on scene to meke judgement about feasibility and
safery of move in current conditions

» Life saving equipment to be on board.

SIEV? at Askmore

« Humanitarian assistance being pravidec. Restless end irate group of 8 demanding
to know where they will be taken —told decision may be £-7 days. Same seript as
for SIEWVS

» NorCom moving Arunta to Ashmore — 2™ boarding party will be on board.
Samson Explorer due at Ashmore on 25/10

»  5till possibilities of 2 more boats at Ashmore and further boat 2t Christmas ~ Tigks
of exposure at each location to be weigned, '

Coces

+ DTRS working with EA. Clearance has been given to compiete sewerage but if
more than 100 people were 10 be accommodated, would nesd o either follow
statutory processes vnder Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
Act 7999 or apply for exemption in the netionai interest. EA have brigfec Hill.

» 20 Sri Larkans proposed 1o be removed Wednesday next week - AFF completing
work and documents being finaiised

(riiher possible sites
+ DFAT document on states of discussions in South Pacific circulated {attached)
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+  Further document circalated (atached)

Indonesia

*+  DIMA reported 2* Immigration Workin g Grovp mesting last week went well,
Progress an kerentinas, Hoping they will come here in 2 weeks, Indonesian
concems relate to holding probiem ard resettlement razes.

* Informetion cempaign moving well — comprehensive set of ideas engaging &t all
levels

*  APC first week of December

*  DFAT to seek Rick Smith's views on making of assistance direct to Embassy
here. AFP could send resatroes if required

+ Detailed report from 19 vo Afghani male survivor - reporis surK vessel deparied
U130 hours 18/10 with 421 on board, inchuding 70 children. Siopped neer
Karakam group of Islands at §900 where 24 ieft vessel. 3¢7 stiil on board, Al
1400 on 19710 vessel was taking water out of sight of land. Sank very guickly hut
resurfaced. About 120 pecple on surface. 7000 lires of fuel escaped? Seas rough.
Only 70 iifejackets ~ none worked. 19-20 hours in water from 1500 on Friday
12710 ti]l rescued by 2 fisking vessels around 1100 on Sa wéay, 20/10. One
fishing vessel rescued 44 peopie; another rescued 5 — 4 deceased and 1 surviver.
41 adults and 3 ciildren survived, 337 drowned. Survivors teien to Jakara —
being cared for by IOM at Boger outside Jakarta. Vessel likely o have been ir.
international warers south of Java.

Nauru

* Neupdate on visit by 60 minutes crew — lawyer is migration agent in FairSeld

+ UNHCR has responded to Amnesty approech saving their assistance 35 not needed
and wiil net permit them to sit in on interviews

Other issues

* Attorsey has instructed A-Gs 10 oppose expediticn, of appeal, Hearing now ]Eke_lj.-'
this week or next. Talked 0 Sclicitor ~General re affidavits on current stams of
£roup on Nauru, Reasorns for opposing appza! have sg be in 31 1.

* PILlaw Officers meeting — peper heing prepared (peper cirsuiated — anzchad

* Meering with Austaiian Petroeum Expioration Association t0raiTow — concerns
re asylum seekers landing - platforms now excised areas.
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